IOO                       TIME     RUNS     OUT
British, for Finnish troops were still advancing. The Finns,
in turn, objected strenuously to the increasing severity of
Britain's blockade, a very serious matter in Finland's pro-
blem of feeding her people. Further, there was much friction
over questions of British espionage. The situation deteri-
orated rapidly. Diplomatic relations were severed in June.
The American Minister, able Arthur Schoenfeld, took over
British representation, which by no means simplified his
own relations with Finland.
On August 18 Under-secretary of State Welles had a
meeting in Washington with Finnish Minister Hjalmar J.
Procope. The subject of this talk became very controversial
It was finally defined as what is called in diplomatic lan-
guage " an information." The United States was trying to
tell Finland, informally, that Russia might make a peace.
Naturally, the United States could give no guarantees,
could not outline any terms, and could imply nothing. But
it was a good tip, and a willing government would have
grasped it and got busy.
But Finland was not a willing government for such a tip
on August 18. Its troops were far from their strategic
objectives that day, as the map in Helsinki showed. They
weren't in a position to talk peace safely. So the Finns
didn't follow up Mr. Welles's lead. Instead, the United
States was in the rather awkward position of either trans-
mitting a specific offer which it did not have from Russia
and which, in any case, it could hardly have transmitted, or
of agreeing with Finland that no peace proposal had been
made by Russia. Then delay in Helsinki surrounded this
August matter. This did not improve the official attitude
in Washington at all, especially as the Finnish troops were
reported as advancing throughout the period.
The Finnish Army was on very touchy territory now.
It was consolidating positions near the north-south Mur-
mansk Railroad, and that was serious. Tension grew
rapidly as the military men and the diplomats in Washing-
ton and London studied the intelligence reports. Mur-
mansk and Archangel provide the only ports through which
British and American supplies can reach Soviet Russia
without going halfway around the world. And Murmansk
alone is open the year round. The Murmansk Railroad,